ECC Minutes – August 2010
8/9/10

1.Attendance: About 20 members

Rob passed along a sign-in sheet for meeting tasks.

2.Treasurer’s Report by Bill Kurtz

$7,160 in ECC Bank account.

3.Traffic Enforcement Task Force

Rob Rocke will invite Police Chief again to attend a meet and greet with members. Will ask about traffic safety hotline, incidents on the Canal Trail and hosting a safety meeting, number of tickets, etc.  

Holly: Brochure about the Farmington Canal Trail is available from the city and Yale, should be posted on the ECC website. Paul suggested having drop boxes along the trail to help distribute them.

4.Upcoming Events

Grad school incoming student fair – Devils Gear and ECC had tables last year.  Jason needs two volunteers to help man the ECC table on August 26, 3:30PM, Thursday at Hall of Graduate Studies.

Undergraduate activities fair is also popular, Ethan will send an email to Brian Tang to ask about participation.

Medical school fair activities fair also takes place

5.2010 Bike Plan

Subcommittee meeting will reconvene in September.

Shared lane marking was supposed to happen last weekend, but will happen in coming weeks. 1000+ postcards are being distributed to drivers along the routes.

Ethan: Signs are up on routes, sharrows will be placed on 2009 routes (Westville and Downtown funded by FTA) and have been marked on Lombard Street for Fair Haven. Fair Haven routes may not happen until next year. 8 miles of sharrows total. 

Ethan will request a revised timeline from Mike Piscitelli to be sent to the group.

Westville: Alderman Dildine had brought up addition of signs from Yale Bowl to Westville Center, which the city is investigating.

Science Park: Linking Farmington Canal and Orange Street through improved signage/route markings.

Gateway Community College: Public session on Tuesday 8-10 at 6PM, City Hall, CR2 to discuss Gateway bicycle and pedestrian improvements, including bicycle boxes on Church Street and improved detection systems for cyclists. These detect cyclists without using traditional loop detectors.

Bike racks: City has installed 10 new racks in July at 8 different locations, 14-16 more to be installed in August. Locations include Mitchell and Wilson libraries plus Pitkin Plaza. Also adding racks to the city’s bike station. Ethan will send an update to the group on the need for additional location suggestions.

Complete Streets Manual: September Board of Aldermen meeting will be the final BOA vote for the new CS manual.

6.Education Subcommittee

Beth Emery attended the subcommittee meeting to talk about education outreach to community groups.  

Augustine will be contacting the new Executive Director at SCRCOG, Carl Amento, to ask about education and safety grants for regional bicycling.

The next Bike to Work Breakfast on 8/20. Ray Willis and others are helping to distribute flyers (contact listserv to help). Mark Abraham can talk about the rail trail project at the meeting. The event will be a “Bike and Walk to Work Breakfast” this month combined with pedestrian advocacy in the Wooster Square neighborhood.

The group discussed some work regarding the Farmington Canal Trail. Melinda talked with a youth program and will invite their director to a meeting. Tom Holahan fund has resources for beautification at East Rock Park, which potentially could be made available for the Rail Trail.  Subcommittee will try to organize a meeting regarding the trail in September, which Ethan suggested could be combined with the city’s “Street Smarts” branding.  Wednesday Night Ice Cream Rides meet at 5:45PM on the Green and often ride the trail in a large group; these could be continued into the fall.

Bill Kurtz and Erin Pascale gave “Smart City Cycling” training classes in May. Benefits are increased confidence on the road – many riders still feel uncomfortable riding in any traffic. Group can draw upon several League Cycling Instructors to give additional classes over time, given the clear demand. Perhaps the city and ECC would consider sponsoring additional classes? Main problem is doing the set up, marketing, and finding a venue for the event. Holly will forward information to Ethan who can look into what it would take for the City of New Haven to sponsor and host an event, perhaps in conjunction with ECC.  Would be good to approach New Haven schools and PE teachers and/or PTOs (PTO leaders) regarding the program as well.  

In the future, Bike Walk Connecticut will also be offering the course in Hartford, over multiple sessions for those who do not want to complete a full 8 hour session. The course is also partially offered online using this model which saves face-to-face time (the road training is still done in person). BWC can offer advice on how to help advance local trainings in New Haven.

7.Advocacy Updates

Intersection Safety Legislation is being organized again by Connecticut Livable Streets Campaign. Doug Hausladen gave update to ECC regarding progress made so far by the grassroots group. A lobbyist will be working with the group this year.  Abigail Roth noted that more outreach is being done this year, e.g., at the New Haven Road Race in early September and at National Park(ing) Day.  CTLivableStreets [at] gmail dot com if you would like to get involved in the campaign.

Tomlinson Bridge updates: A meeting was held recently with ECC, the Federal Rail Administration, ConnDOT, the Railroad and other groups and ConnDOT promised to install steel plates within the next week.  In the long term officials are also again looking into flange fillers.  Another article came out in the New Haven Register today, following up on one a few weeks ago where a Yale physician talked about the large number of patients he had treated recently.  A follow up meeting is being held soon.  Email bauhaus2 [at] gmail.com with any concerns about the bridge / rail crossing at U.S. Route 1.  The group gave a rousing round of applause to Jason Stockmann for his advocacy around the issue.  To get accident information the group would have to go through paper records.  Eric mentioned that rubber flangeway filler was recently installed at Tilcon tracks in Branford, CT a similar low-speed rail crossing.

8.9.Open Business

Electric bike demo at 8.

Whalley Avenue letter was received by SCRCOG. Members have requested a truly complete street there, not just “sharrows”, given the importance of the street. The authors received good feedback from Aldermen and many signatures.  See http://www.seeclickfix.com/issues/9507 for more details.

Meeting adjourned at 7:15PM.













