Elm City Cycling

Minutes from July 13, 2009

Present: Alderman Roland Lemar, Aaron Goode, Paul Hammer, David Streever, Brian Tang, Jason Stockmann, Tom Harned, Augustine Filomena, Mark Abraham, Melinda Tuhus

Traffic Enforcement – No police representatives attended, so no report.

Advocacy – David and Roland summed up the meeting held the previous Thursday for members of the East Rock neighborhood to weigh in on the repaving of Whitney Avenue with no amenities for cyclists and few for pedestrians. About 30 residents attended, as well as a few high-level City Hall staffers. Attendees studied maps of Whitney and cross streets and came up with several proposals, which will be presented to the city by July 20.  Roland said once the regulations are finished for the Complete Streets legislation the Board of Aldermen passed last year, there won’t be another street repaving job done that is not a complete street (taking all users into account, not just motorists). These changes will be considered Phase II of the Whitney repaving project, as the first phase is just about finished (and will include lane striping exactly as it was before).

Mark mentioned that the state law on complete streets (SB 735) went into effect July 1. Quote from Ryan Lynch of the Tri-State Transportation Campaign: “The law, the first of its kind in the tri-state area, dedicates 1% of transportation funding to bike and pedestrian infrastructure, establishes a Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Board, and directs the ConnDOT Commissioner to provide a report at the end of 2009 and 2010 that consists of a list of bicycle and pedestrian access projects funded by the State Transportation Fund and by federal programs like the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Program (CMAQ).

Paul mentioned that the new state law requiring motorists to give cyclists three feet of clearance could be our “ace in the hole,” and a way to wrest some space on the street for cyclists.

Community Outreach – Melinda reported on the meeting of the Education Committee, held just prior to the general meeting, where Bike to Work Day July 17 and the two upcoming bike rodeos (9 a.m. to noon on Aug. 1 and 4-7 p.m. on Aug. 4). Volunteers have signed up to help with these events, but more volunteers are needed! Please email melinda.tuhus@gmail.com if you can help (or need more information). 

Bike Plan – David passed out copies of a letter he sent to a DOT official thanking him for the new signage warning cyclists about the danger of crossing the railroad tracks over the Tomlinson Bridge, and asking for support to find a long-term solution to the problem. The letter also asks for a contact person at the DOT on the project.
Tom noted that the semi-covered parking for 50-60 additional bikes at Union Station should be finished in four to six weeks.

Guidelines for Sponsorship – The Education Committee proposed a basic sponsorship level for a single Bike to Work Day breakfast of $200, to cover food and flyers (coffee is provided free) and have a little left over for the pot. Higher levels of sponsorship can be worked out in the future. Those at the general meeting approved. David suggested it should be voted on by the board (because it involves money) so an email will be sent out.

Events – (The Century ride event will be summed up at a future meeting, but the short summary is that it was very successful in that riders enjoyed it and ECC made some money on it.) 

The city would like to collaborate with ECC on a street-smarts event over the summer. David is the liaison. 
Aaron is organizing a Tour des Farms as part of the CT Green Expo on Sept. 12 and asked for help, as he is new to this effort. Several people said they would help. He also announced a 10-mile ride on Nagasaki Day, Aug. 9, leaving from the corner of Orange and Cold Spring streets in East Rock Park, around the perimeter of a “nuclear blast site” as if City Hall were hit with a nuclear bomb the size that destroyed the city of Nagasaki to end World War II.

Respectfully submitted,

Melinda Tuhus

