ECC April 13, 2009 Meeting Minutes

Present: Holly Parker, Bill Kurtz, Augustine Filomena, Hunter Smith, Richard Stowe, Rob Rocke, Mark Abraham, Jo Kremer, David Streever, Erica Mintzer, Tom Harned, Brian Tang, Melinda Tuhus, and Yale Officer Eric Swiantek

Traffic Enforcement

Officer Swiantek handed out a flyer with examples of the cost of tickets that could be handed out for moving violations by cyclists such as riding the wrong way, running red lights and stop signs, and said in a couple of weeks the Yale police will begin another safety campaign, including ticketing (though he said he only gives warnings for those riding bikes on the sidewalk). He noted very common dangerous behavior, such as talking and texting on cell phones while crossing streets, that he is trying to discourage.


No one from the New Haven PD attended the meeting.

Advocacy
Legislative Updates

SB 735 (Complete Streets): it passed the Transportation Committee and was scheduled to be heard the day after the meeting in the Planning and Development Committee (Update: it passed). But supporters were urged to contact their own reps and senators to make sure they understand their towns help ensure final passage.

SB 149 (Red light camera pilot program): it’s still alive but faces more opposition than SB 735. Some proponents who went to Hartford to testify said there’s a lot of misunderstanding about the bill (the camera will take a still photo, not video, of the vehicle’s license plate, not of the people in the vehicle). Supporters were urged to contact their elected officials on this one as well.

Bikes-on-Trains: Several advocates spoke in favor of allowing bikes on peak hour Metro North trains, but Jim Cameron (of the Commuter Rail Council) spoke against it and lawmakers killed it. Rep. Tom Kehoe (the main sponsor of the bill) has asked that this proposal be included in the omnibus transportation bill. Supporters should contact their own reps and senators and also Sen. DeFronzo and Rep. Guerrera, co-chairs of the Transportation Committee.


Richard did report one piece of good news, that Metro North will begin allowing bikes on reverse peak hour trains and on the “shoulder” trains close to peak hour on the Hudson Harlem line, but not yet on the New Haven line. This is a step in the right direction and advocates can take credit for it.


Thanks to Erin, Holly, Rob, David, Mark, Juli and anyone else who schlepped to Hartford to testify!


Community Outreach

Education Committee: held a meeting just prior to this meeting to discuss details of a personal injury lawyer and avid cyclist’s offer of several hundred bike helmets for kids; the upcoming Bike to Work Breakfast on April 17; and discussion of a public service campaign around the 3-foot law and bike helmets for those 15 and under. Members will research possible existing PSAs (public service announcements) on those issues before proceeding with our own.


Melinda and David have finalized the basic ECC brochure and it’s now at the printer.

Melinda announced that our proposal for $1,900 from the Community Foundation was approved in committee and will likely be finalized at a board meeting on April 16.


Streetsblog.org: Mark and Tom said that this on-line news and video source about complete streets exists in NYC, SF and LA, and may expand to Connecticut if we can assure the producers that we can contribute content regularly. Email mark.abraham@aya.yale.edu for more information.

Bike Plan

Their meeting was scheduled right after this one. Tom urged more people to get involved in writing parts of the Bike Plan, which will be presented to city officials when it’s completed.

  
Concern (and incredulity, because it’s been postponed so many times) was expressed over the repaving of Whitney Avenue in New Haven, the fear being that smooth pavement will lead to cars speeding even faster. There are no bike accommodations planned, but several people at the meeting thought sharrows (painted chevrons on the pavement indicating motor vehicles must share the lane with bikes) would be a good idea.

Events


Arts & Ideas – Bill said he’s still hoping poet Elizabeth Alexander (of Inaugural fame) will read a poem for the poetry ride, and he invited others to also step forward (which Brian did).


Century – Bill said things are coming together for the ride on June 28 and he would be sending out an email regarding details shortly. We will be charging a modest fee this year for the first time, but “scholarships” will also be available for those who can’t afford to pay.

Other Business and Open Discussion – I had to leave before we got to this. Can anybody fill in?

Respectfully submitted,

Melinda Tuhus

