ECC Meeting Jan. 12, 2009

Present: 30 people (!), including several new folks

2009 Arts & Ideas: ECC will again be organizing bike rides during the festival, June 13-27. Paul Hammer suggested adding rides that come in from the suburbs to the festival and encourage people to bring their bikes on the train from points more distant. Bill Kurtz (who has organized the rides in the past few years) suggested we form a small committee to oversee this effort this year. 

Enforcement: Lt. Joe Witkowski, head of traffic enforcement for the NHPD, presented a report on motor vehicle enforcement in the past year (attached). He said the focus is on identifying unlicensed drivers and those with suspended licenses, who often break traffic laws. He said there have been 380 calls to the Traffic Safety hotline, which the department followed up on “in some way.”

Advocacy 

Bike Plan Committee: Chair Tom Harned announced it would be meeting right after the general meeting, with several guests, including a presentation about new bike parking at Union Station. The committee is working on updating the bike/ped master plan.

Metro-North Bike Access

Bike Hook Demo: Train cars with hooks from which bikes can be suspended vertically in the section reserved for wheelchairs were on display at Grand Central Terminal. As it stands, cyclists must bring their own bungy cord to secure their bikes, which Jason Stockmann (who checked out the exhibit) suggested did not make sense, and he urged people to contact the MTA at surveys@MTA.org to suggest that Metro-North should supply the bungy cord to ensure safe storage. The hooks at this time will be available only on the Hudson and Harlem lines, not the New Haven line.

Richard Stowe reported that the chair of the Ct legislative Transportation Committee wants to meet with us re: bikes on trains during peak hours (they are currently banned on peak trains).

Eugene Colonese (Metro-North’s contact person on this issue) has agreed to meet with us every three months to discuss bikes on trains.

LAB (League of American Bicyclists) Application: Last year New Haven won honorable mention as a “bicycle friendly community.” This year’s application is due in March. Bill Kurtz will work with Hunter Smith, who has taken the lead on this, to work on the 2009 application in hopes of receiving a higher designation.

Pedicabs: Alderwoman Erin Stugis-Pascale is interested in drafting a city ordinance to allow pedicabs on city streets. 

Community Outreach 

Safe Streets: Cong. Rosa DeLauro is convening a meeting on Jan. 15 to discuss the role of mass transit and cycling in the Obama stimulus package (right now in the state’s proposal, highway spending is vastly favored over mass transit). But the relatively new Connecticut DOT Commissioner, Joseph Marie, is proposing a whole range of transit options and we should be able to improve the state’s proposal.

Other Business
Safe Routes to School: Paul will check with Erin about inviting agreed to invite the Connecticut head of this program to our next meeting to learn more about how we can get this going in New Haven.

IT Meeting: Rob Rocke will send out an email inviting those interested to a separate meeting to discuss tech issues (including how to maximize the usefulness of our email list).

Meeting adjourned around 7:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Melinda Tuhus

