Minutes from ECC Meeting

Nov. 10, 2008

Present: 26 cycling advocates, including several for whom it was their first meeting (welcome!) and two Yale police officers

Traffic Enforcement:

Two officers from Yale attended, but no one from NHPD.

Sarah, who’d had a run-in with a Yale shuttle recently, said a cop who witnessed it asked  her if she’d like to file a report, and, in her distress, she declined. Bill K. said it would be good if the default position of the cops is to take information at the scene of an accident, whether or not a formal complaint is ever filed. All were encouraged to file a report after an accident, so we can access that valuable data. Also, folks were encouraged to report problems leading to accidents (like potholes) or accidents themselves, at www.seeclickfix.com (or click on it on the www.newhavenindependent.org website, to increase visibility of complaints).

Community Outreach

Mark A. said that some police lieutenants who give crime reports at neighborhood management team meetings now include bike/ped accidents routinely. He passed around a sheet listing all the CMT meetings and he and David S. urged people to go, both to report on bike/ped concerns and to hear the concerns of community members. David S. brought some comments from Kale V. concerning approach to neighborhoods, recommending a grass-roots approach, in that ECC should be asking the neighborhoods what they want to see in their neighborhood, instead of making recommendations.

Advocacy

Bike Plan Committee – is working toward convincing the city to put in a bike boulevard, either heading west out of downtown or between the Green and the train station.

Street Smarts – The kickoff event in October in Edgewood Park was very successful, and some city staff and cycling advocates are hoping to reproduce such an event in other parts of the city, particularly Fair Haven. Juli S. is the ECC liaison with the Street Smarts committee, and welcomed others to work with her. She can be reached at julioccassionallychecksthis@gmail.com.

The Parks Dept. has said it would pay for stop signs and trail crossing signs around East Rock Park, specifically at View St. and English Drive, Orange St. and English Drive, and East Rock Road and Farnam Drive; the request for approval has gone to Transportation Director Mike Piscitelli. 

Tom H, Matt F and David S will represent ECC at a meeting to discuss gaps in safe cycling routes around downtown. A note was sent to the listserv seeking input.

Legislation – Alderwoman Erin S-P will propose legislation to change sidewalk bicycle riding ordinance, to allow riding in certain ways (i.e., safely and slowly), on certain sidewalks, or at least reducing the $75 fine on the rationale that it’s better to change a law than violate an existing law. Rob Smuts has indicated an interest in having the city lobby in Hartford for changes to state laws (e.g., allowing traffic cameras or allowing stop signs to be treated as yield signs, and stop lights treated like stop signs under certain traffic conditions). David S. will head a new committee to pursue these changes, and invite Erin, Alder Roland L. and others to join it.

Medical School Safety Group – Erica M. reported that the group received a $2,000 grant to do safety education and wants to invite the bike/ped coordinator from Cambridge, Mass. to do a networking event, perhaps in December, or possibly after the holidays.

Complete Streets legislation passed the Board of Aldermen in October. A steering committee will begin looking at all street policies in the city.

