ECC Meeting

Minutes from August 11, 2008 

Introductions

Present: Bill K (facilitator), Rob R, David S, Josh, Paul H, Melinda T, Jason S, Mark A., Tom H.

Guests: Police Chief Jim Lewis, New Haven Museum & Historical Society Director Bill Hosley

Recap of recent events:

Bike Celebration – we agreed to contribute $250 to help cover unexpected costs

Wed. Night Ice Cream Rides – have been going well, with good participation

August Bike to Work Day breakfast – about 40 people attended, and two alders spoke about bicycling and traffic calming

 Subcommittees:

A. Incorporation: Hunter filed the paperwork last week, and we'll be able to open a bank account soon to accept at least two grants that we've won; consensus to open the account at New Alliance Bank; 11 people have volunteered to serve on the board (Bill sent out list last week)

B. Bike Plan: Several items were discussed; minutes will go out from subcommittee meeting immediately following this meeting. Tom reported that LAB (League of American Bicyclists) is not insisting that New Haven hire a bike/ped coordinator in order to qualify for at least a bronze rating as a Bike Friendly Community; rather, if the time dedicated by various employees of the Transportation Dept. add up to the equivalent of a bike/ped coordinator, that could count as well.

C. Traffic Enforcement: Chief Lewis was there to answer questions and explain ways in which he is prioritizing traffic enforcement (where there has been virtually none up to now). He reiterated many points made at a meeting last week (included here: Lewis said traffic enforcement is going to be a much higher priority than it has been up to now; the department will actually begin issuing tickets for moving violations. Lewis also announced that he's considering putting many of the officers now on walking beats on bicycles instead, where they can still relate to residents but will be able to cover more territory. He noted that many of the bikes bought 15 years ago would have to be repaired, and officers would need to be trained in the laws regarding bicycles as vehicles, which belong in the street, not on the sidewalk.)

In answer to a question, he said he'd be open to ECC members' participation in the city's own police training academy and also in in-service training for police. Some attendees told the chief that the traffic safety hotline recording is full and no longer accepting calls. He said the person in charge is on vacation and he'll check into having someone else be in charge for the next few weeks.

D. ECC Neighborhood Initiative: groups and individuals are continuing to sign onto the Safe Streets petition. There was some discussion of the utility of the reporting potholes and other problems on Web311 or SeeClickFix, but someone else who has used the latter reported that the problem he reported was fixed in a short time.

 E. Education: We'll invite members of the school board, possibly the superintendent, and a couple of principals who are interested in the issue to the next Bike to Work Day breakfast, Sept. 12. We'll organize a bike roadeo for the event at Chatham Square Park on Sept. 6, and in general will organize them at existing events, in order to minimize effort and maximize kid turnout.

Other: Bill Hosley presented a proposal to run "Tour de New Haven – Cycle Into History" bike ride on Sat., Aug. 30. It will be a 13-mile ride with stops at several points of historic interest. ECC will advertise it and encourage folks to come out.

 Meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

